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NATIONAL REDRESS SCHEME FOR INSTITUTIONAL CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 
(COMMONWEALTH POWERS) BILL 2018 

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [6.20 pm]: I will 
not be long, but I thought it would be nice to finish the day on a high note with a little bit of light entertainment. 
Those of us who have sat through the last week or so will appreciate this. There was a media release today by 
our first law officer, the Attorney General, lauding the passage through Parliament of the National Redress 
Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018. Of course, he is taking credit 
for Western Australia being the last state to sign up to the scheme because the government wanted to ensure an 
equitable structure for Western Australians. The part that is particularly amusing for those of us who have had 
to endure the last week of argy-bargy through the Committee of the Whole and the lead-up to it is this, and 
I quote — 

“The McGowan Government has worked constructively with all members of Parliament to ensure the 
expedient passage of this legislation. I am pleased that the legislation has passed with minor amendments. 

These minor amendments are the ones that have exercised days of this chamber’s time! There has been resistance 
from the government at all levels, which said that the amendments, firstly, were not necessary; secondly, they 
would damage the scheme; and, thirdly, they would have unexpected and undesirable consequences and the like. 
It was only late yesterday that we finally had acquiescence to a version of amendments that the government thought 
would be an improvement on what Hon Nick Goiran had been advocating since October. That is the idea of our 
first law officer’s cooperation and collaboration with all members of Parliament. That is his idea of constructive 
work. After resistance to the idea of being able to account to Parliament by simply tabling reports on the progress 
of any reviews of the legislation at the commonwealth level, the government finally said, “Here is a version that 
we will put forward in order to make it effective and give effect to that.” That is the Attorney General’s idea of 
working constructively with all members. I point out that he had never approached me to discuss any of that. 

Members might remember Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance and the character in that, 
Major-General Stanley, who sings a patter song about all the attributes of a modern major general. Well, we have 
here the model of a McGowan government Attorney General, who cannot put legislation through that does not 
require some improvement; refuses to cooperate with any of the members of this house; demands the passage and 
rubberstamping of legislation; and will stall and delay and occupy time for days, simply through pig-headed 
stubbornness, and then allow amendments through. By happy coincidence, I understand there is a debate going on 
in the other place that is blaming us for the failure on the part of this government — 

Hon Sue Ellery: How could that be! 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: — to organise its time to deal with the residential tenancies legislation. I see that 
the smug Leader of the House is quite happy to allow that farce to continue. What did we get on to last night, 
leader, after the passage of the national redress scheme bill, which she had been stalling for a week? We got on to 
gambling and betting legislation! Now there is a complaint that there is not enough time to properly debate this one. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Do you ever listen to Gareth Parker? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Leader, try to explain the fact that your incompetence and your government’s 
incompetence is what has delayed the passage of the national redress legislation, instead of trying to palm off 
responsibility. It was through the incompetence of the Leader of the House that we went on to other trivial legislation 
last night, when she knew that the government wanted the residential tenancies legislation passed as soon as 
possible. The Leader of the House shakes her head, but I would be keen for her to explain the logic, strategy and 
deep thought that went into that. The Leader of the House can continue shaking her head; it shows that the mind 
as well as the emotions are engaged. She should let us know what strategy the government has adopted to not 
waste Parliament’s time, as it did for the last week—three days spent debating stuff that was finally the subject of 
government amendments and waved through. What a constructive use of valuable time! Congratulations, leader. 
Perhaps she would like to inform her members in the other place what they have to deal with and what we have to 
deal with in terms of the incompetence here. 
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